
A  yalı (from  Greek γιαλή (mod.  γιαλός),  literally  "seashore,  beach")  is  a  house  or  mansion 
constructed at immediate waterside (almost exclusively seaside) in Istanbul and usually built with 
an architectural concept that takes into account the characteristics of the coastal location. 

A family  who owned a waterside residence  would spend some time in this  usually  secondary 
residence located at the sea shore, as opposed to the "konak" (mansion, aside from the term's use to 
refer  to  buildings  with  administrative  functions)  or  the  "köşk"  (pavilion,  often  serving  a 
determined practical purpose, such as hunting, or implying a temporary nature). Thus, going to the  
"yalı"  acquired  the  sense  of  both going  to  the  seaside  and to  the  house  situated there.  In its  
contemporary sense, the term "yalı" is used primarily to denote the total amount of 620 waterside  
residences, mostly dating from the 19th century (some of them date from the 18th century, and 
some from the early  20th century),  sprinkled along the  Bosphorus in  Istanbul.  As such,  they 
constitute one of the city's landmarks.

Finely worked wood was the predominant construction material chosen for yalıs, as it was for the  
large  majority  of  traditional  Turkish houses.  Successive  restorations  often caused the  wooden 
parts  of  the  overall  structure  to  be  gradually  reduced,  but  wood  nevertheless  remains  the  
prominent and identifying material of historic yalıs. It is not uncommon for the most recently 
restored mansions to employ wood principally for external decoration purposes.

The oldest surviving yalı is the one built by the grand vizier Amcazade Köprülü Hüseyin Pasha 
(of the highly influent Köprülü family) in 1699 at the Kanlıca district, on the Asiatic shores of 
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the Bosphorus. From this yalı, the hall of audience (divanhane) and its immediate annexes have 
survived. On the opposite European shores, the oldest to remain is the "Şerifler Yalısı" in Emirgan 
which was built in 1780 but bears the name of a later owner. The most expensive yalı is "Erbilgin 
Yalısı" located in  Yeniköy, Istanbul.  Forbes magazine listed "Erbilgin Yalısı" as the fifth most 
expensive house in the world with a price tag of $100 million.

The  Beylerbeyi Palace — Beylerbeyi Sarayı (in  Turkish = "Lord of Lords") — is located in the 
Beylerbeyi neighbourhood of  Istanbul,  Turkey at the  Asian side of the  Bosphorus. An  Imperial 
Ottoman summer residence built in the 1860s, it is now situated immediately north of the 1973 
Bosphorus Bridge .

Beylerleyi Palace was commissioned by Sultan  Abdülaziz (1830–1876) and built between 1861 
and 1865 as a summer residence and a place to entertain visiting heads of state. Empress Eugénie 
of  France visited Beylerbeyi on her way to the opening of the  Suez Canal in 1869 and had her 
face  slapped by the  sultan's  mother  for  daring to enter  the  palace  on the  arm of  Abdülaziz.  
(Despite her initial reception, Empress Eugénie of France was so delighted by the elegance of the 
palace that she had a copy of the window in the guest room made for her bedroom in  Tuileries 
Palace, in Paris.) Other regal visitors to the palace included the Duke and Duchess of Windsor. 
The palace was the last place of captivity of the deposed sultan Abdulhamid II from 1912 until 
his death there in 1918.
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The Bosphorus Bridge from the Çamlıca Hill

Also called the First Bosphorus Bridge (Turkish: Boğaziçi Köprüsü). It is one of the two bridges 
in  Istanbul,  Turkey, spanning the  Bosphorus strait and thus connecting  Europe and  Asia. The 
other one is the Fatih Sultan Mehmet Bridge, which is called the Second Bosphorus Bridge. The 
bridge is located between Ortaköy (on the European side) and Beylerbeyi (on the Asian side). It is 
a gravity anchored  suspension bridge with  steel pylons and inclined hangers. The  aerodynamic 
deck is hanging on zigzag steel cables. It is 1,510 m (4,954 ft) long with a deck width of 39 m 
(128 ft). The distance between the towers (main span) is 1,074 m (3,524 ft) and their height over 
road level  is 105 m (344 ft).  The clearance of the bridge from sea level  is  64 m (210 ft).  The 
Bosphorus Bridge had the 4th longest suspension bridge span in the world when it was completed 
in 1973, and the longest outside the United States. At present, it is the 16th longest suspension 
bridge span in the world.

The idea of a bridge crossing the Bosphorus dates back to antiquity. For Emperor Darius I The 
Great of  Persia (522 BC - 485 BC), as recorded by the Greek writer  Herodotus in his  Histories, 
Mandrocles of  Samos once  engineered  a  pontoon  bridge that  stretched  across  the  Bosphorus, 
linking Asia to Europe, so that Darius could pursue the fleeing  Scythians as well as move his 
army into position in the Balkans to overwhelm Macedon.The first project for a permanent bridge 
across  the  Bosphorus  was  proposed  to  Ottoman  Sultan  Abdul  Hamid  II by  the  Bosphorus  
Railroad Company in 1900, which included a rail link between the continents.

The decision to build a bridge across the Bosphorus was taken in 1957 by Prime Minister Adnan 
Menderes.  For  the  structural  engineering  work,  a  contract was  signed  with  the  British  firm 
Freeman  Fox  &  Partners in  1968.  The  bridge  was  designed  by  the  renowned  British  civil 
engineers Sir Gilbert Roberts and William Brown who also designed the Humber Bridge, Severn 
Bridge,  Forth  Road  Bridge,  Auckland  Harbour  Bridge and  the  Volta  River  Bridge.  The 
construction started in February 1970, the ceremonies were attended by President Cevdet Sunay 
and Prime Minister  Süleyman Demirel.  The construction was carried out by the Turkish firm 
Enka  Construction  &  Industry  Co. along  with  the  co-contractors  Cleveland  Bridge  & 
Engineering Co. Ltd. (England) and Hochtief AG (Germany). Thirty-five engineers and 400 men 
worked on the project.

The bridge was completed on 30 October 1973, one day after the 50th anniversary of the founding  
of the  Republic of Turkey, and opened by President  Fahri Korutürk and Prime Minister  Naim 
Talu. The cost of the bridge amounted to USD 200 million.
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At the time the bridge was opened, much was made of its being the first bridge between Europe  
and Asia since the  pontoon bridge of  Xerxes in 480 BCE. That bridge, however, spanned the 
Hellespont (Dardanelles), some distance away from the Bosphorus.

The  Maiden's  Tower (Turkish:  Kız  Kulesi),  also  known  in  the  ancient  Greek and  medieval 
Byzantine periods as “Leander's Tower” (Tower of Leandros), sits on a small islet located at the 
southern entrance  of  Bosphorus strait  200 m (220 yd)  off  the  coast  of  Üsküdar in  Istanbul, 
Turkey.

Maiden's Tower was first built by the ancient Athenian general Alcibiades in 408 BC to control 
the movements of the  Persian ships in the Bosphorus strait.Back then the tower was located 
between the ancient cities of Byzantion and Chrysopolis. The tower was later enlarged and rebuilt 
as a fortress by the  Byzantine emperor  Alexius Comnenus in 1110 AD, and was restored and 
slightly modified several times by the  Ottoman Turks, most significantly in 1509 and 1763.The 
most recent facelift was made in 1998.Steel supports were added around the ancient tower as a  
precaution after the 17 August 1999 earthquake.

Used as a lighthouse for centuries, the interior of the tower has been transformed into a popular  
café  and  restaurant,  with  an  excellent  view of  the  former  Roman,  Byzantine  and  Ottoman 
capital. Private boats make trips to the tower several times a day.
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There are many legends about the construction of the tower and its location. According to the 
most  popular  Turkish  legend,  a  sultan had  a  much  beloved  daughter.  One  day,  an  oracle 
prophesied that she would be killed by a venomous snake on her 18th birthday. The sultan, in an 
effort to thwart his daughter's early demise by placing her away from land so as to keep her away  
from any snakes, had the tower built in the middle of the Bosphorus to protect his daughter until  
her 18th birthday. The princess was placed in the tower, where she was frequently visited only by  
her father.

On the 18th birthday of the princess, the sultan brought her a basket of exotic sumptouous fruits  
as a birthday gift, delighted that he was able to prevent the prophecy. Upon reaching into the  
basket, however, an asp that had been hiding among the fruit bit the young princess and she died  
in her father's arms, just as the oracle had predicted. Hence the name Maiden's Tower.

The older name  Leander's Tower comes from another story about a maiden: the ancient Greek 
myth of Hero and Leander. Hero was a priestess of Aphrodite who lived in a tower at Sestos, at 
the edge of the Hellespont (Dardanelles). Leander (Leandros), a young man from Abydos on the 
other side of the strait, fell in love with her and would swim every night across the Hellespont to  
be with her. Hero would light a lamp every night at the top of her tower to guide his way.

Succumbing to Leander's soft words, and to his argument that Aphrodite, as goddess of love,  
would scorn the worship of a virgin, Hero allowed him to make love to her. This routine lasted  
through the warm summer. But one stormy winter night, the waves tossed Leander in the sea and  
the breezes blew out Hero's light, and Leander lost his way, and was drowned. Hero threw herself  
from the tower in grief and died as well. The name Maiden's Tower might also have its origins in 
this ancient story.

Due to the vicinity and similarity between the  Dardanelles and the  Bosphorus, Leander's story 
was attributed to the tower by the ancient Greeks and later the Byzantines. Today, there is a 
restaurant in the first floor and a café at the top of the tower.

Gülhane Park (Turkish:  Gülhane Parkı, "Rosehouse Park";  from  Persian:  Gulkhāna, "House of 
flowers")  is a historical  urban park 
in the Eminönü district of Istanbul, 
located  adjacent  to  and  on  the 
grounds of the  Topkapı Palace; the 
south  entrance  of  the  park  sports 
one of the larger gates of the palace. 
It is the oldest and one of the most 
expansive public parks in Istanbul.

Gülhane Park was once part of the 
outer garden of Topkapı Palace and 
mainly  consisted  of  a  grove.  A 
section  of  the  outer  garden  was 
planned  as  a  park  by  the 
municipality  and  opened  to  the 
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public in 1912. The park previously contained recreation areas, coffee houses, playgrounds etc.  
Later, a small zoo was opened within the park. The first statue of Atatürk in Turkey was erected 
in the park in 1926, sculpted by Heinrich Krippel.

The park underwent a major renovation in recent years; the removal of the zoo, funfair and picnic  
grounds affecting an increase in open space. The excursion routes were re-arranged and the big  
pool was renovated in a modern style. With concrete structures removed the park regained the 
natural landscape of the 1950s, revealing trees dating from the 1800s.

Sarayburnu (Turkish: Sarayburnu, meaning Palace Point; known in English as the Seraglio Point) 
is a  promontory separating the  Golden Horn and the  Sea of Marmara in  Istanbul,  Turkey. The 
area is where the renowned Topkapı Palace and Gülhane Park stand. Sarayburnu is included in 
the historic areas of Istanbul, added to the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1985.

The first settlement on the Sarayburnu, named Lygos (Greek: Λυγγος), was founded by Thracian 
tribes between the 13th and 11th centuries BC, along with the neighbouring Semistra, of which 
Plinius had mentioned in his historical accounts. Only a few walls and substructures belonging to 
Lygos have survived to date, near the location where the famous  Topkapı Palace now stands. 
During the period of  Byzantion, the  Acropolis used to stand where the Topkapı Palace stands 
today.

In 667 BC ancient Greek settlers from Megara (near Athens) under the command of King Byzas 
established Byzantion at the Sarayburnu. Earlier, in 685 BC, the Megarans had established 
Chalcedon (present-day Kadıköy) on the Anatolian shore, across the Bosporus. Actually the oldest 
settlements in present-day Istanbul are found on the Anatolian side; such as the Fikirtepe mound 
which dates from the Chalcolithic period (Copper Age), with artifacts dating from 5500-3500 BC. 
In nearby Kadıköy (ancient Chalcedon), a large port settlement dating from the Phoenicians 
(which predates the Megaran settlement) has been discovered. In antiquity there were two natural 
harbours in the area close to Sarayburnu where the present-day Sirkeci and Eminönü quarters 
stand (the harbours of Prosphorion and Neorion, which scooped into the coastline of the Golden 
Horn.) Because of this formation, the point of Sarayburnu was more conspicuous than it is today. 
In later periods the area was the convergence point for the Sea Walls of the Golden Horn and the 
Sea of Marmara. In the Byzantine period, the area was known in Greek as Hagios Demetrios.

During  the  railway  construction  of  the  late  Ottoman period,  in  1871,  the  city  walls  of  the 
Sarayburnu area were partially demolished, but they are still intact in some areas - especially close  
to the Topkapı Palace which was built in the 15th century for the Ottoman Sultans. The notable 
Gülhane Park is located right next to the palace.
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The Republic Day of Turkey is among public holidays in Turkey to mark the Commemoration of 
the proclamation of the republic in 1923. Also the halfday in the afternoon of previous day.

In 29 October 1923 Atatürk declared the new government type of Turkey will be a republic and 
named it as Republic of Turkiye.

Mustafa Kemal Atatürk – The Founder of the Republic of Turkiye

Actually, this government type was in use since April 23rd, 1920 (the establishment of Grand  
National Assembly of Turkey, TBMM) but it has not been officially named yet. Finally, on 29  
October 1923, the name and government type was declared. 

After that, a vote occurred in the Grand National Assembly of Turkey and Ataturk was selected 
as the 1st president of the Turkish Republic by getting all the votes.

Since that day, every year on October 29th is celebrated as Republic Day in Turkey.
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